Capitulo 9

Maria and Jamie go to the clinic because Maria's cold has worsened. While
waiting for her friend, Jamie overhears a conversation between a farm worker
and his wife. The doctor has told the worker that the pesticide that they use is
causing his terrible cough. The wife blames don Silvestre Aguilar and threatens to
one day confront him. Maria finishes with the doctor; she and Jamie discuss the
doctor's instructions. As the two leave the clinic, they run into Felipe. He asks to
talk to Maria alone so that he can ask her out. When Jamie arrives home later,
there are two messages on the answering machine for her. One is from Carlos
reminding her about the environmental conference the following day. The second
is from Rogelio, the clerk from the library. He insists on seeing Jamie as soon as
possible. The next day, they attend the conference and learn about the
contamination in the air, water, and land and of the progress that some countries
have made in putting sound ecological practices into place. Rogelio catches Jamie
after the conference and pulls her aside to talk privately. He explains that don
Demetrio knows more about her great grandmother than he is telling Jamie. Like
everyone in Querétaro, don Demetrio is afraid of don Silvestre. Jamie is both
surprised and confused because Rogelio tells her that she is a threat to Don
Silvestre. Rogelio insists that Jamie speak to Demetrio again. In the last scene,
the police and ambulances are outside the library and when asked by a reporter
what happened, a witness at the scene says that it appears Demetrio has had

some kind of accident.



