
Capítulo 13 

In the first scene, Jamie and Carlos are having dinner following their meeting 

with the lawyer. They discuss how fortunate it is that Silvestre's campaign 

coincides with the discovery of the will. At all costs, Silvestre will have to avoid 

the newspapers getting hold of the story and portraying him as a thief. The 

following scene takes place in court, in Querétaro. Manchado gives three reasons 

why the will is invalid: it doesn't have an official stamp, it is not signed by a 

witness or a lawyer, and the laws have changed considerably since the will was 

written. Jamie's lawyer reads Josefa de González's own words that all of her land 

and all of her belongings belong to the first member of her family to return to 

Querétaro. She calls a witness, Sr. Barbudo, who works for the tax office. He 

confirms that Silvestre never changed the title on the land. Silvestre angrily 

shouts out that he pays the taxes. Manchado further argues that Jamie is a 

foreigner, and Silvestre adds that she knows nothing of their laws. Regardless, 

the judge decides in favor of Jamie. At a party to celebrate Jamie's good fortune, 

Carlos congratulates her. Jamie is surprised by the respect and admiration that 

the people are already showing her. She's eager to talk to her parents. Demetrio 

introduces Santana, and Jamie realizes that it was he who tried to help the 

evening the thief broke into the Linares' home. 

 


